Preface

This is the third book of the series. The Life-story of Babar was-
published in 1977, and that of Humayun a year later. These two
biographies were aimed at discovering for the layman, the compo-
sition of the charisma which enveloped the founders of the Mughal
Empire. The present study is similarly motivated. The broad
intention is to focus on such traits of Akbar's personality as give*
him the right to be classed among the great monarchs of the world.
This does not mean that the book is a compendium of Akbar's
virtues only. Kingship and sainthood do not ordinarily mix; this "
was specially so in medieval times when cold-hearted acquisitive-
ambitions ran riot, and compelled the rulers to abandon considera-
tions of humanity. The sword was then the only dependable means
to keep the egotistic, unpatriotic self-seekers at bay. Challenges
from outside could also be met effectively only by a relentless show
of strength. Further, Akbar made war an end by itself, and the
glory of conquest the surest means to maintain stability. It is,
therefore, not surprising that, like his predecessors, Akbar too
built pyramids of human heads and staged grim massacres. But.
there was a difference; both Babar and Humayun regarded blood-
shed as amoral; Akbar, on the other hand, went down on his knees
following an orgy of butchery. He was invariably penitent, and
sought forgiveness for the pain and misery caused.
Though Akbar's deviations from the path of the saints were^
many, he inwardly yearned to be one. Din-i-illahf was a bold experi-
ment in his quest for truth. His failure was a victory for the-
researcher in him. Similarly, his other foibles not only revealed
but were an essential part of the dynamic in his makeup. Hence
his lapses, shortfalls and excesses are as pertinent to this study as
his successes and acts of beneficence. Together, the minuses and
pluses of his long career malce a whole transcending division. His.
claim to greatness rests on the totality of his personality.